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Dear Families,
As we come to the end of another busy and successful term, I would like to acknowledge the
efforts and achievements of our students, staff, and school community. The term has again been
filled with so many experience and opportunities.
Our students have proudly represented our school in a whole range of events throughout the
term, consistently demonstrating our school values. We always receive so many compliments
about the Compass students when we are attending community events, which is a great
reflection on our school and a true credit to our students. From the Youth Climate Summit, to
sporting events, Pedal Prix, guest speakers, swimming lessons, morning teas, and our very first
Bingo Night, there has been a lot going on. Please enjoy the rest of the newsletter for more
detailed stories and photos from these wonderful events.
As always, I’m proud of the commitment, effort and learning achievements of our students. As
reports are sent home, I encourage families to take time to read and reflect on the growth and
progress of your children. These reports offer a summary of learning across the semester and for
middle and senior school students, more detailed information about assessment tasks, subjects
and learning outcomes can be found on Daymap. If you are having any difficulties accessing
Daymap, please contact Nathan in IT, as this is a really valuable way to stay up to date with your
child’s progress and other school information.
A reminder regarding hoodies from our Uniform Committee:
As many of you are aware, hoodies have been unavailable for purchase for the past 5 years and
not part of our official school uniform, with the rugby tops and later the warmer fleece jumpers
replacing them. There has been a very long phasing out stage, however, from the beginning of
next year, hoodies will no longer be permitted to be worn as part of our school uniform. If this
creates any concern, particularly financial, please don’t hesitate to reach out for support.
Wishing you all a safe and restful break over the holidays and I look forward to seeing everyone
next term.
Regards, Lucie
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What’s been happening in Term 2?
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ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY (ADRA)
We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) for their continued support of our school community. This term, we were
grateful to receive several boxes of breakfast cereal. We have used the breakfast cereal to
support classroom activities, providing prizes for our Student Leaders' BINGO night, and
helping some of our families at home.
It’s community partnerships like these that help us foster a supportive and inclusive
environment for our students. Thank you, ADRA, for your ongoing kindness and
commitment!

KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE
Students have designed a parachute to transport a Lego person to see who’s 
would take the longest time to drop and be the safest. They have continued their 
personal research to find out more about the world and also been challenged to stack cups without using their hands. Students
had a 30cm piece of string to use to stack the cups into a tower in the quickest time possible.

ABORIGINAL LEARNER NEWS
Between the 27th of May and the 3rd of June was Reconciliation Week. The theme this year was ‘Bridging Now to Next’. Students 
participated in activities related to the theme in their homegroups and lessons.
NAIDOC Week is Sunday, July 6th to Sunday, July 13th, during the school holidays. The theme is: The Next Generation, Strength,
 Vision and Legacy. Students will be involved in taste testing different types of food as part of our NAIDOC Week celebration at the 
end of the term. We are planning to hold this celebration at the time when we are finished painting the steps outside of the
Reception/Year 1 classrooms. Students across the school will be involved in the decoration of the steps.
In Week 6, Ngarrindjeri Elder Mark Koolmatrie worked with the Year 10 students to present a program about rights and freedoms as
part of the Year 10 HASS curriculum run by Sandy Oosterwegel.
Nunga Room in C1 lessons 1 to 4 on a Friday......
Each Friday Aboriginal students will have to opportunity to come to C1 classroom when needing support with their work. Students
will work with both Marli and Miss Foster.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
Just a reminder that the end date for completing the student reading record forms is FRIDAY 5th SEPTEMBER. Extensions cannot be granted due
to award ordering deadlines. The challenge is a wonderful way for parents to share reading with their children.

ANZAC DAY
A big thank you to our amazing student leaders—Ella, Chelsea, Zander, Esther, Maya, and
Everly—who woke up bright and early on Friday, 25th April, to take part in the ANZAC Day
memorial.
Our students did a fantastic job raising the flag, laying a wreath, and reading a special
tribute on behalf of all students. Their efforts helped to make the event memorable and
meaningful for everyone. 
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SWIMMING R-7
This term our R-5 students are completing their swimming lessons and, for the first time, attending the Victor Harbor School pool.
So far we have had six classes attend. It was fabulous to have the pool to ourselves and further develop our swimming skills. The
students represented our school well by displaying our school values. We have our remaining three classes attending in week 10. 

THE ARTS - PRIMARY
This term students have been investigating different art styles varying from graffiti art to that done by Vincent Van Gogh, Escher
and Sidney Nolan. They have also had a focus on an element of art which may have been as simple as skills relating to colouring
neatly and in one direction or using warm and cool colours. Some examples have been included in the newsletter and we will be
sharing more of the works at the upcoming STEAM Fair and sending some to the SALA Fair at the end of August.

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME
On Wednesday 21st of May, we celebrated National Simultaneous Storytime. NSS is held annually by the Australian Library and Information
Association. Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries,
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 24th successful year,
it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores
age-appropriate themes. This year the R-5 listened to the story altogether at our Week 4 Assembly.

FOOTSTEPS
Every second year our R-5 students participate in the Footsteps Dance Program, which specialises in curriculum,
age-based movement programs that are engaging. The program develops student’s social skills, confidence,
fitness levels, creativity, expressive skills and coordination, while ensuring a safe, positive and stimulating
environment for all students. The students had fun engaging in various dance routines.

JUNIOR SCHOOL CHOIR
Our junior school choir is singing up a storm. We have several students who are auditioning for solo parts in some of the songs,
which is wonderful to see and their stage craft, presence and confidence is growing through this process. Students are currently
refining the songs in readiness for their performance at the Entertainment Centre next term.
Congratulations to Emersyn Benson who was selected for the dance troupe of the Festival of Music. She will be dancing at the
Entertainment Centre for the four shows.
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TERM 2, WEEK 4 AND 8 ASSEMBLY
The following students received an award at our assemblies this term. Our awards are based on the School Values – Integrity (I),
Respect (R) and Kindness (K). 
Congratulations to all these students.

AUTHOR VISIT: NELL HARRIS INSPIRES AT MOUNT COMPASS
On Wednesday 7th May, we were delighted to welcome a very special guest to Mount Compass – Nell Harris, a local
author, artist, and passionate advocate for neuroinclusivity.
Nell generously shared her stories and personal experiences as an AuDHD adult, offering valuable insights into
neurodiversity and the importance of inclusive thinking. She presented to students from Reception through to Year 9,
engaging them with her picture books such as My Body is a Bubble, Mr Brain is a Race Car, and A Good Goodbye —
all written to help children understand and celebrate neurodiversity.
During lunchtime, Nell also spent time chatting with our aspiring artists and storytellers, encouraging creativity and 
self-expression. We are excited to now have a selection of her books available for borrowing in our school library.
To learn more about Nell, her stories, and her resources, visit nellharris.com.

GYMNASTICS
Our Year 3's and 4’s have been fortunate enough to be able to participate in some Gymnastics sessions this
term, learning about balance and flexibility. The qualified instructors include tumbling and mini balance beam
walking inot their fun program and also showed the students who to land correctly after a jump. The program
runs for 5 weeks and will continue into Term 3. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ATTEND 2025 YOUTH CLIMATE SUMMIT
 Thursday 22 May | Investigator College
On Thursday 22nd May, 22 enthusiastic middle school students represented our school at the 2025 Youth Climate Summit held at 
Investigator College. This exciting and educational excursion brought together young minds from across the region to explore 
environmental sustainability and climate action.
Throughout the day, students engaged in a series of interactive and thought-provoking workshops led by experts in conservation, 
science, and community advocacy. Each workshop offered hands-on learning opportunities that connected classroom knowledge to
 real-world environmental challenges and solutions.
Highlights of the day included:
🌱 Nature Journaling – Students explored their surroundings, recording observations and reflections in journals, sharpening their
 awareness and appreciation for biodiversity.
 💧 Water Testing – A practical session that taught students how to assess water quality in local ecosystems using scientific
techniques.
 🐢 Climate Impacts on Turtles – This eye-opening workshop examined how rising temperatures and habitat loss affect marine life,
especially turtle nesting habits.
 🕊️ Bird Watching – Students used binoculars to observe native bird species while learning about their role in healthy ecosystems.
 🌾 Seed Propagation – An engaging hands-on activity where students learned how to collect, plant and care for native seeds to
support habitat restoration.
 🐶 Conservation Dogs – Students met specially trained dogs used in environmental fieldwork, discovering how animals assist in
tracking endangered species and detecting invasive pests.
 ⚖️ Climate Justice in the Community – A powerful discussion that encouraged students to think about fairness, inclusion and the
role young people can play in building a sustainable future for all.
The summit not only inspired a deeper understanding of climate-related issues but also sparked passion and curiosity among our
students. Students left feeling empowered to take action within our school and local community.
A huge thank you to Investigator College for hosting such a valuable event, and congratulations to all the students who represented
our school with curiosity, enthusiasm and care for our planet.
Together, we are growing the next generation of environmental leaders. 🌍
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PEDAL PRIX
Twelve of our middle school students recently took on the Pedal Prix challenge at Victoria Park in Adelaide. Despite facing two
minor crashes, a flat tyre, and a loose bolt, nothing could stop the team’s determination. The cart kept rolling and spirits stayed
high throughout the day. It was a fantastic experience for all involved, full of teamwork, resilience, and lots of fun! A big thank you
to Andrew Down for marshalling on the day, and to Seaview Grove for sponsoring the event. And thanks again to all the students,
staff and parents for making this such a fantastic day.
Check out the pictures on the next page.



MIDDLE SCHOOL AGRICULTURE HAPPENINGS 
Term 2 has been a busy time for the middle school Agriculture classes. There have been some fabulous learning experiences 
across the Year 6-8 classes.
Year 6/7 Agriculture:
The Year 6 students have been studying the fascinating world of bees. With a focus on how important bees are to the world and 
Agriculture industry the students have gained a greater appreciation for our winged friends. The students have explored native
 bees and the different needs of particular local species. This culminated in the students completing an assessment task where
 they designed a section of a bee garden. They then went on to build a bee hotel built to the specifications of our local 
native bee species from recycled materials to put up around the school.
The Year 7 students have been busy working on their passion projects. This task asks the students to pair one of their passions with 
an aspect of Agriculture. There are many different approaches the students can take, and it is exciting to see where their passions 
take them. Students work through a design cycle to explore and refine their ideas before developing a final product that they 
present to their peers in a showcase at the end of the semester. This is a massive undertaking, and it is fascinating to see what the 
students produce.
Year 8 Agriculture:
This class has been completing the Cows Create Careers project. At the beginning of the term, the class took over the care of two young calves
for two weeks. The calves were kindly donated to the school by the Brokenshire Dairy and we thank them for their continued support of the
Agriculture program and our students. The students named the calves Peanut and Butter and were tasked with feeding and caring for the calves
everyday. The students thoroughly enjoyed hand feeding the calves and learnt how to conduct health checks to ensure the calves remained
healthy. The Cows Create Careers program requires the students to create group projects that includes a model based on dairy farming, a letter
to the organisers detailing their learning and a creative photo with the calves. All groups have done a fantastic job on their projects and we will
wait and see how well they do in the competition later in the term.
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YEAR 12 ENGLISH EXCURSION - LOOKING FOR ALIBRANDI
On a recent excursion to the Dunstan Playhouse, Mrs Yanner’s Year 12 English class — Ella, Ella, Sophia, Teleefa and Miles — had
the privilege of attending Looking for Alibrandi, presented by the State Theatre Company South Australia in collaboration with
Brink Productions.
Adapted for the stage by Vidya Rajan from Melina Marchetta’s beloved novel, the performance was both heart-wrenching and
heart-warming. The story of Josephine Alibrandi’s journey through cultural identity, family expectations and self-discovery was
brought to life with emotional depth and striking clarity. The cast gave outstanding performances, with Chanella Macri shining in
the lead role of Josie — capturing her strength, vulnerability and wit with incredible authenticity.
As part of their Stage 2 English course, students will be drawing on this experience to write their own performance reviews,
analysing key elements such as characterisation, themes and stagecraft.
A big thank you to the Adelaide Festival Centre and the Dunstan Playhouse for hosting such a powerful and relevant production.
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YEAR 10 STUDENTS UNDERTAKE WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK
Between June 16th and 20th, the Year 10 students at Mount Compass Area School stepped into the workforce, participating in a
week-long work experience program across a wide range of occupational fields. The students embraced the opportunity to explore
potential career pathways, develop practical skills, and gain valuable insight into life beyond the classroom.
Staff received positive reports on our students for their have a go attitude, work ethic, and respectful behaviour. Whether they were
working on a farm, assisting in a classroom, or contributing to a busy workshop, our students consistently represented the school
well. This experience not only helped students build confidence and independence but also strengthened their understanding of
what it means to be part of a workplace team. Well done to all our Year 10 students!

YEAR 12'S CATER FOR NATIONAL VOLUNTEERS WEEK 
Our Year 12 Food & Hospitality students catered for this year’s Volunteer
Week morning tea. With plenty of delicious foods on offer, our students
demonstrated great skill and professionalism with their menu and food

choices. Thank you to our amazing volunteers who help our students, and
a big thank you to the Year 12's for a memorable morning. 
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SAPSASA NETBALL
Our Year 5 and 6 students represented the school with pride at the recent SAPSASA Netball competition. With the support of our
Year 9 student umpires, who volunteered their time to officiate, the event was a great day for all involved. A special
congratulations to the Year 6 team, who fought hard and made it all the way to the grand final, finishing an impressive second
place.

9/10 VOLLEYBALL CARNIVAL
Two of our Year 9 and 10 teams had a great day competing at the volleyball carnival held at Reynella East College. The hard work
they’ve been putting in at volleyball club was clearly on display, with strong teamwork and skill throughout the event. It was a fun
and rewarding day for everyone involved.

CROSS COUNTRY
On the 8  May, some of our students from Years 4,5 and 6 proudly represented MCAS at the SAPSASA Southern Fleurieu District
School Sports Cross Country in Victor Harbor. Congratulations to all who ran with outstanding effort, with many of our student
placing in the top 15!

th

SAPSASA DISTRICT ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
On Friday, 23rd May, 23 of our Year 3–6 students proudly represented our school at the SAPSASA District Athletics Carnival in Victor 
Harbor. It was a fantastic day filled with great sportsmanship and team spirit.
Our students competed with enthusiasm and determination, with some making it through to the finals of the 200m sprint, while others
achieved success in various field events, bringing home ribbons for their efforts.
Well done to all the students who participated—you represented our school wonderfully.

INDOOR CRICKET
In Week 7 of this term, our indoor cricket team, made up of students from Years 8 to 10, travelled to Morphett Vale ICA to compete in an 8-a-
side tournament against a range of schools from the southern region.
We started the day with a dominant win over Hallett Cove Blue, followed by another impressive victory over Hallett Cove White, winning both
matches by more than 200 runs.
In our final game, we faced a much older and more experienced team from Sports College. We got off to a strong start, restricting their first
two batting pairs to under 60 runs. However, their final pair boosted the total to over 100. Despite a determined effort from our team, we were
ultimately unable to get the win.
Throughout the day, our students demonstrated exceptional teamwork, resilience, respect, and sportsmanship. Every player contributed with
the bat, the ball, and in the field. It was a fantastic experience for all involved and another proud moment for MCAS, with our students
representing the school with pride.
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BIGGEST MORNING TEA
At the beginning of Term 2, students from the TLC hosted a Biggest Morning Tea event to raise funds for the Cancer Council.
In the lead-up to the event, students worked hard behind the scenes, designing promotional posters, researching and testing
recipes, creating a shopping budget, practising their cooking skills, making decorations, and organising fun competitions.
The day was a huge success, with students from across the school lining up around the corner to sample a wide range of delicious
treats, including choc chip cookies, blueberry muffins, chocolate cupcakes, jelly slice, brownies, quiches, and more.
The atmosphere was incredible, with everyone enjoying the food, participating in games, and getting involved in the competitions.
Thanks to the efforts of our amazing students and the support of the school community, we reached our fundraising goal—raising
over $250 for the Cancer Council.
A big thank you to everyone who contributed and supported the event. We look forward to seeing you again next year!

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TERM RECAP
“Throughout Term 2, our student leadership team has been actively involved in improving our school community. Meeting
approximately every fortnight, we’ve come together to address a wide range of issues—both big and small—raised by students.
These meetings have provided a platform for important discussions and collaborative problem-solving. Our student leaders have
consistently shown confidence in voicing their opinions and contributing to meaningful decisions.
One of the highlights this term was organising the Casual Clothes Day, a fundraising initiative supporting the Gingerbeard Gym
renovation. Cameron and I have also taken on the responsibility of following up on student concerns with Mrs Walker and Mr Blake,
including progress on the Year 12 carpark upgrade on Arthur Road.
Additionally, the leadership group has played a vital role in school events, such as speaking at assemblies and preparing for Bingo
Night, where we managed prize organisation and assisted with running the evening’s games.
Overall, our student leaders have demonstrated dedication, initiative, and a strong sense of responsibility, working hard to make a
positive impact and ensure our school continues to grow and thrive.” 
Bodie McKenzie (School Captain)

BINGO NIGHT
“The bingo night was very successful as a fund raiser, had 130+ attendees, selling 100+ burgers and was a
night to remember. Many mini games were held and were successful at raising extra funds. Big thanks to all
of the sponsors and volunteers for helping out with set up, cooking, manning the bar, and running the bingo
night. We have managed to raise approximately $2,000 from all of our fundraising opportunities. We are one
step closer to raising enough money to renovate the old school canteen into a workout space/gym for the
senior students to use and for the school to expand upon their Health and PE curriculum.”
Cameron Rice (School Captain)
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Ruby Tomlinson
Ruby has been selected to represent South Australia in the State 15 & Under team
at the upcoming National Netball Championships in Moreton Bay in Queensland.
This is a significant achievement and a true testament to Ruby’s hard work, talent
and commitment to the sport.
Well done, Ruby!

GSNA and GSFL news
Congratulations must go out to several of our students who made 
the GSNA and GSFL rep teams, who played over the June long weekend. 
Lara Chandler - 11 & Under Netball
Scarlett Frew - 13 & Under Development Netball
Alix Rowe - 13 & Under Development Netball
Ruby Tomlinson - 15 & Under Netball 
Jett Berresheim - Boys Under 15s Football
Braxton Watson - Boys 17 & Under Football 

BOOK WEEK – ALEXANDRINA LIBRARIES 16-23 AUGUST (TERM 3 WEEK 5)
We have been provided the opportunity to participate in the delivery of a virtual visit on
Zoom by some fabulous authors during Book Week. The Alexandrina Libraries have confirmed
Anna McGregor (reception – year 2) on Monday 18th August, Amy Doak (years 7-10) on
Tuesday 19th August, Jess Racklyeft (years 3-6) on Wednesday 20th August and Andy Griffiths
(years 1-6) on Friday 22 August.

BOOK FAIR – 21-26 AUGUST (TERM 3 WEEK 5)
We would love to see you at the Scholastic Book Fair in the Resource Centre starting on  
Thursday 21st August 8:30am - 4:00pm. You and your child will have the opportunity to
explore a huge range of affordable books featuring characters and subjects kids love and want
to read about. From newly released books and bestsellers to award-winning titles and
perennial favourites.

SOUTHERN FLEURIEU NETBALL
Sofie Shute and Scarlett Frew proudly represented Mount Compass Area School after
being selected for the Southern Fleurieu Division 1 SAPSASA Netball team. 
Over the course of a three-day carnival, the girls played a total of nine games. Their
team performed exceptionally well, winning seven out of the nine matches. 
Congratulations girls on a great few days of netball, and thank you for representing
MCAS so well, we are proud of your effort.

Hamish Edwards
Congratulations to Hamish Edwards who was selected to be a part of the SAPSASA State
Carnival Southern Fleurieu Team for Football. There was some tough competition for his
team, playing in windy conditions, but came home with 1 win and missing out on a couple of
others by a few points. 
Great job, Hamish!
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MEDICATION INFORMATION
Generally, medication that requires administration three times per day can be
administered from home outside of school hours (in the morning, after school and in the
evening) and does not require administration in an education setting. 
Medication cannot be administered at school without written advice on a Medication
Agreement by a medical practitioner. 
 Staff cannot administer medication where 

 a medication agreement is not in place, 
 a medication agreement has been modified, overwritten or is illegible, any of the
‘medication rights’ are in doubt
 medication must have a current date
 medication must be in its original container with a pharmacist label stating the child’s
name
 medications are injected or administered rectally 

 Parents/Caregivers must update the medical information as necessary, with forms
completed and signed by the treating medical practitioner.
 Further information is on the school website under parent information.

https://compassas.sa.edu.au/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/medication-in-schools-
information-families.pdf
 
SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT ZONE
Please remember that it is 25km when children are present on Arthur
Road, School Road or the Town Oval. Alexandrina Council are
considering extra safety measures which can be put in place for Arthur
Road because it has become especially dangerous when students are
walking to the school farm or the boardwalk on Arthur Road.
 
INTRODUCING THE DAYMAP COMPANION APP
We are excited to introduce the new Daymap Companion app, a significant upgrade designed to enhance your experience with a fresh,
modern interface. For those who have been using the Daymap Connect app, it has now been replaced by this innovative application.
However, if you prefer, the Daymap Connect app remains available for use. The Daymap Companion app is a newly developed, free
application accessible to both Android and iPhone users, requiring iOS 9.0 or Android 4.4 (KitKat) or later. It provides parents with
comprehensive access to student-related information and school communications.
 Key Features:
Multiple Schools: Easily add and manage multiple schools within the app.
Push Notifications: Receive alerts for messages and updates.
Student Information: Access attendance records, reports, assessments, results, and student notes.
Calendars and Events: View school events and important dates.
Parent-Teacher Interviews: Book appointments directly through the app.
 Getting Started:
Download the App: Available on the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.
Select School: Enter and select your child's school from the list.
Login: Use your personal login credentials. If you forget your password, use the "Forgot your password" feature to reset it via your registered
email.
 Managing Multiple Schools:
Add a School: Tap the current school's name, select "Add School," and sign in to the second school's account.
Switch Schools: Easily switch between schools from the pop-up menu.
Remove a School: Tap the bin icon next to the school's name to delete it from the app.
The app ensures parents stay informed and engaged with their child's educational journey through seamless access to essential information
and communication tools.
If you need help with the app or anything else, please don't hesitate to contact the school.

CHANGING DETAILS
Please remember to inform the schools
administration team if any of your student’s
details need changing, such as address, phone
number or email.


