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DIARY DATES

From the Principal
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
You may have seen some information via School Stream and Facebook, that we are focusing
on attendance and ensuring we are recording the reasons for absences.
Remember…everyday counts and if your child is well, then we are super keen to see them
at school. If your child is not at school, don’t forget to let us know and include the reason
why. Thank you for being on board with this and I can report that this has already started to
make a real difference, with a significant reduction in our unexplained absences.
INFORMATION NIGHT
There was a great turn out for our SACE information night last week. This is an important
part of the work we do to support students and families to understand the SACE, think
about future pathways and make informed decisions with their subject selections.
Many thanks to the students and families who came along, to our guest speakers and to the
teachers who were available to provide subject advice and answer any questions.
COMMITTEES
We have a range of committee that play an integral part in the smooth running of the
school and a huge number of dedicated volunteers who give up their time and expertise to
be part of these committees.
Our current community committee include:

 Careers Compass

 Grounds /Facilities

 Canteen Committee

 Governing Council

 Environment and Conservation Group

 Parents and Friends

 Farm Committee

 Uniform Committee

 Finance Committee

Please let us know if you are interested in being involved in any of these committees as your
support would be very welcome.
Continued...
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Book Week
R-5 Dress Up Day
Wednesday 24th August
Book Fair
Thursday 25th - Tuesday 30th August
Senior School Course Counselling
Wednesday 31st August
Student Free Day - Show Day
Friday 9th September
Premier’s Reading Challenge Ends
Friday 9th September
Governing Council Meeting
Monday 12th September at 7pm
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Monday - Friday 8:30-8:45 am
Reading Army
Monday - Thursday 8:30-8:50 am
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From the Principal
FIND YOUR VOICE
Well done to the students from Mrs Davis, Mrs Yanner and Mrs Becker’s class who participated in the Find Your
Voice event. We certainly heard from a lot of passionate advocates on a variety of topics including fast fashion,
racism and environmental concerns. Students also showcased the work they have been doing in English with an
amusing puppet show to finish the night.

THANKS
Just a quick thanks to all of the students and parents who stop to say hello or have
a chat. I absolutely love getting to know our students and families and hearing
about all the things that make our school great, as well as things we can do
differently to ensure we are meeting the needs of our students. The parent survey
is also a way to provide us with feedback and I really encourage all families to
complete this important survey to help us with our future planning.
Use the QR code below or the link that was sent our via School Stream to access
the survey.

What’s been happening?
YEAR 6/7 ENGLISH POEMS
Some of the year 6/7 students from Ms Potter’s English class read their fabulous poems to Ms Walker - such talent.
SCHOOL CAPTAINS 2022/23
Congratulations to our new School Captains, Aneisha Stanton and Nellie Langford.
Both captains will be working with Mrs Fonfe to decide on their vision for the next 12 months.
We wish both captains the very best for their upcoming year as leaders.
VISUAL ARTS
The Mount Compass Area School now has a state of the art electric programable Tetlow Kiln installed. Year 10 and
11 students have already started the new ceramics programs conducted in Visual Art with outstanding results. This
has opened up an area of rich learning opportunities for all students at the school in three dimensional sculptural
activities. Two year 11 students Tabetha Boylen and Kiara Halsey have chosen to do ceramics for their major year 11
project, both hand building outstanding tea pots.

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

School captains play a really important
leadership role in the school community.

TARGET WORKS
A special mention to the target works students for the fabulous job they are doing with the grounds. Our garden
section near the Food and Hospitality building is now finished and looks great – we can’t wait for the passionfruit
vines to grow and hopefully use this produce in some cooking classes.
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What’s been happening?
Bronze - 10 quizzes or 75 000 + words
Isaac D (Mrs Barbary)
Ava K (Ms Gillett)
Samuel V-D (Ms Gillett)
Hamish E (Ms Foster)
Audrey A (Mrs Becker)
Louie G (Mrs Becker)
Ella G (Mrs Becker)
Jaxx G (Mr Hansen)
Esther B (Mr Hansen)
Ava R (Ms De Zilwa)
Silver - 25 quizzes or 100 000 +words
Torah P (Ms Gillett)
Alex A (Mrs Becker)
Archer D (Ms De Zilwa)
Gold - 50 quizzes or 150 000 + words
Ember W (Ms De Zilwa)
Principal’s Award
Dan H (Ms Foster)

Dawson C (Ms Gillett)
Connor J (Ms Gillett)
Allana D-D (Ms Gillett)
Jessica G (Ms Foster)
Charlotte A (Mrs Becker)
Nate C (Mrs Becker)
Aiden H (Mrs Becker)
Josh P (Mr Hansen)
Ella C (Ms De Zilwa)
Nikita D (Ms De Zilwa)

Ashlee R (Ms Gillett)
Hamish T (Ms Gillett)
Chloe M (Ms Foster)
Maya B (Ms Foster)
Harlow W (Mrs Becker)
Vin R (Mrs Becker)
Harvey R (Mr Hansen)
Sam M (Mr Hansen)
Maddison E (Ms De Zilwa)

Esha B (Mrs Becker)
Ava L (Mr Hansen)
Aella A (Ms De Zilwa)

Madeline T (Mrs Becker)
Mikayla L (Mr Hansen)

Melissa F (Ms De Zilwa)

Indi C (Ms De Zilwa)

A special mention to Dan H in Year 3 for receiving a Principal’s award. He completed over 100 quizzes in 8 weeks!
Congratulations to Eva S who has graduated from Reading Army.
INTERHOUSE
It was the vision of our 2021/22 School Captains, Amber Rice and Caleb Van Zyl to create opportunities for junior,
middle and senior school students to mix. Their vision was to create an Inter-house competition that would connect
students across all year groups.
On Wednesday, 11the August, all students participated in one of the following events:
•

Twister

•

Tunnel ball

•

Chalk drawing

•

Corner spry

•

Rob the nest

•

Quiz

•

Mosaic making

In each of these events students from Reception – Year 12 joined together in representing their houses.
Continued...
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Giving students rewards for their efforts
suggests that their hard work is
appreciated.

LEXILE AWARDS
The following Junior School students received a Lexile Award for reaching one of the following goals at the end of
Term 2. Congratulations to all these students.
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What’s been happening?
Thank you to the following teachers who helped run the events and for all the other staff who helped supervise.
The results were as follows :
•

Mr Haggett

•

Mr Sinclair

•

Mr Blake

•

Ms Mackowiak

•

•

Mr Bruce

•

Mrs Lindavies & Nellie Langford in Year 11 who wrote the quiz.

Chrisna & Ms White

Some comments from our student leaders who participated in the event:
• 1st Wangami and Ilya 440 points

•

2nd Kungari 400 points

•

3rd Tundi 360 points

Interhouse competition was a great sporting event
Chloe (Year 5)
Interhouse competition was really fund and a good idea.
Cooper (Year 5)
It was a great experience and to have so many students having fun engaging in the competition, everyone had a
blast.
Kailey (Year 10)
I really enjoyed being able to meet new people from around the school, and enjoyed seeing the teamwork between
all of the year levels
Ami (Year 10)
The inter-house day was a really good day to just go out and have fun. It was fun to mix with different year levels
and do many different activities.
Hamish (Year 3)
I felt good about it. I thought it was a bit of fun. I did Rob The Nest, Tunnel Ball and Corner Spry.
Ruby (Year 6)
I think it was really good and everyone got to choose what they wanted to do. It was really good so some day we
might get to do something like it again.
Olivia (Year 3)
Last weeks Interhouse competition went great and ran smoothly thanks to Mrs Fonfe and all the teachers who ran
the events. It was great to see some of the older students helping out, encouraging and working with the younger
students and to see all the students participating.
Caleb (Year 12)
The inter-house competition brought everyone from all ages over our school
Kelsey (Year 11)
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Interhouse is a extra-curricular side of school
which develops students' social, teamworking and organisation skills.

The Interhouse competition has been great to connect all ages of the school and learn in a different environment.
Nellie (Year 11)
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What’s been happening?

I’d like to thank all students who participated in the night and parents who transported their children to and from
the event on a rainy winter’s evening. Our students were enthusiastic throughout the quiz and each team worked
well together and persisted through some extremely challenging rounds. We would like to congratulate the
following winners:

Lochie, Paige, Stirling and Emilie from Year 7 who won best General Knowledge in the Junior category

Cameron and Teleefa from Year 9 who won best overall Intermediate team

Caleb, Jacinta and Amber from Year 12 who won best overall in the senior category.
MUSIC NEWS UPDATE
As a result of the Music Education Strategy Innovation Grant the school received at the end of 2021, we have been
able to purchase a large variety of new instruments for the school, which the students use on a weekly basis. Some
of these include a wooden Marimba, a drum kit, a variety of tuned percussion (Chime Bars, Desk Bells and
Glockenspiels), we have also purchased a class set of ukuleles which will become part of a structured lesson each
week from the end of this term for students in my music lessons.
Both Ms Gillett and Mr Hansen have also been able to attend music related professional development and share
with the junior school staff ideas and opportunities to include music regularly in the classroom.
One of the highlights towards the end of Term 2 was sharing a lesson with the Reception class where we sang a
song, then played the Boomwhackers (tuned percussion tubes) to perform a nursery rhyme. The students
thoroughly enjoyed playing the instruments with Mrs Clarke and Mr Hansen.
A special thankyou to the students in Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 who are making the most of the opportunities
provided in their weekly music lessons by singing, playing and composing. Mr Hansen has been so impressed at the
way they work together, and received so many positive comments from other staff who walk past or pop in to listen.

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

Basically, music helps your brain
function!

AUSTRALIAN MATHS COMPETITION
On 10 August, myself and twelve other students from our school attended
the MASA Maths Quiz Night at Victor Harbor High School (VHHS). This is an annual quiz that is held at various
schools around the state. The schools that attended our event were us, VHHS and Encounter Lutheran College with
students from Years 7-12. After the welcome and introduction, we got started. There were three rounds that each
had a Maths, a General Knowledge and a puzzle section and we had around 40 minutes to complete each round. In
the last round we had a maths riddle and had 15 minutes to solve it. All rounds were challenging, especially as my
team was the only team in our age-group with three members instead of four. Once all rounds had been completed,
we all sat around snacking and chatting while we waited for the results. There were prizes for best Maths team, best
General Knowledge team and best team overall in each of the age groups (Junior 7/8, Intermediate 9/10 and Senior
11/12). In general, it was a great night and it was good to see such a positive turnout from our school.
Jacinta (Year 12)
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What’s been happening?
SALA ART COMPETITION
Mount Compass Area School is very proud to announce its first independent SALA art exhibition “Colour from
Compass”, which is displayed in our local community café Pasta Chef and was set up during the school holidays by
Miss Mackowiak. Up to 50 artworks from across the whole school were selected to be displayed in the “Colour by
Compass” SALA exhibition this year. This is also Pasta Chefs’ first time at hosting a SALA exhibition and were very
excited to do so. Our exhibition is also mentioned within the 2022 SALA festival program, which can be accessed via
this weblink https://www.salafestival.com/artfuel/program/view/6840/colour-from-compass.

Below are the names and year levels of students whose artwork is displayed at the “Colour by Compass” SALA
exhibition (in Yr. level categories)
Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Matilda. R
George. K
Willow. P
Mila. D

Eira. P
Flynn. H
Chloe. H

Maddy. P
Elroy. F

Jayden. O
Iggi. G
Nelly. P
Allana. D
Oakley. D - 3
Olivia. M - 3
Maya. B – 3
Jade. T – 3

Tanner. W - 4
Maya. K – 4
Sam. M – 4
Nate. C – 4
Mila. P – 4

Sophie. J - 5
Ryley. W – 5

Year 6

Year 7

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

Chloe. C – 6

Amara. C - 7
Gracie – 7
Emilie. F - 7
Miley. L - 7
Summer. C – 7

Ella. M - 9
Hayley. G - 9
Arianna. C –
9

Charlotte . L - 10
Vivian. T - 10
Hannah. R - 10
Jake. S - 10
Elly. O – 10

Indigo. S - 11

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

This is an opportunity for students to
exhibit their work and provides the
motivation of a public outcome.

The exhibition has already been met with many positive responses from numerous students and staff at MCAS who
have visited in the last few weeks. Pasta Chef staff have also expressed the large number of positive comments they
have already received from the local community and travellers passing through. They further spoke about how
amazing it is to have this ongoing connection with Mount Compass Area School in this creative way.
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What’s been happening?

CONGRATULATIONS HANNAH
We are so proud to announce that Hannah Rowlands in Year 10 has been a successful recipient of the 2022
Premier’s ANZAC Spirit School Prize. The prize was granted to Hannah for her ability to research and articulate a
specific service man who portrayed the characteristics of the ANZAC spirit. As a successful recipient Hannah will
now undertake a study tour in April next year. The tour will provide her with the opportunity to delve deeper into
historical studies through commemoration activities and a variety of hands-on learning experiences.

I spent a great deal of time investigating the life of my great grandfather by talking to relatives and hearing his
stories through them. I also researched lots of information about WWII, and looking through old photographs. I
then began piecing it all together.
I am so excited to tell you that my essay entry and interview was recognised leading me into being an awardee of
the 2022 ANZAC Spirit Prize. This means that I have been invited to participate in a state government fully funded
one-week study tour in April next year! I look forward to sharing my journey with you.
SWAMP AMBASSADORS
On Thursday the 11th of August, a group of Year 7s represented our school’s Swamp Ambassadors on an excursion
to the wetlands at Urrbrae Agricultural School. At the wetlands, the students went on a tour and saw their facilities,
conducted water testing and identified the macroinvertebrates found in the water using microscopes. They have
come back to school with lots of ideas for our own swamp and can’t wait to get started!
We went on a tour around the swamp first and we collected different water samples from different parts of the
swamp. We found some rubbish that had eggs on it so we took it back and put it in a tank in Urrbrae's learning
centre and we tested the water that we had. We also collected some tiny bugs that we looked at under a
microscope.
Lochie (Year 7)
Going to Urrbrae Agricultural School was fun because we got to look at things under the microscope. We learnt
about the things that they do to help the environment.
Stirling (Year 7)
I enjoyed everything especially the part where we looked at the bugs under the microscope. I learnt a lot with that
part as well including different types of water bugs and how to identify them. In the dish, Emilie and I found a
damselfly nymph, a water boatman, lots of water fleas, some pouch snails and a huge dragonfly nymph. I also
enjoyed learning about how to check the quality of the water and what the expectations of the quality should be.
Ashlee (Year 7)

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

Swamp Ambassadors is a student-led environment
program where students are the custodians of the
school’s critically endangered Fleurieu swamp.

A WORD FROM HANNAH….
My name is Hannah Rowlands and I am a Year 10 student at Mount Compass Area School. This year I entered The
Premier’s Anzac Spirit Prize competition, as I have a great passion for history. The second reason is that it provided
me with the opportunity to research and share the journey of my great grandfather, Yolland Stevens, a soldier who
served during the war years.
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What’s been happening?
PARENTS AND FRIENDS
The P and F have had a busy first half of the year! You may have seen our marquee at sports day, or our mother's
and father's day stalls. Our group of fantastic volunteers also plan and run events that are exciting for students, such
as the disco and donut days, whilst raising funds to help with projects around the school.
Canteen vouchers for students who earn house points, funding prizes for Compass Got Talent and regular support
for breakfast club are just some of what we are about. We have also recently approved funding for a new bush
tucker garden, spearheaded by Mrs Foster.

LOST PROPERTY
Our lost property is overflowing! If your child has lost something you are welcome to come look through. Lost
property is situated in the Student Services area. Items with student names are usually returned via the home group
teachers. Please renew name tags often as they wash out with laundering.
PARENT SURVEY
You’re invited to complete the 2022 annual parent survey, which is now open. In the week beginning Monday 1
August you will receive an email or SMS from the Parent Survey Team with a unique link to participate in the survey.
If you did not receive an email or SMS with your unique survey link, contact education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au and
include our school’s name in your email.
The survey takes less than 10 minutes and will help us understand:
- what we’re doing well
- where we can improve
- what’s important to you.
It has been coordinated centrally so that added administration workload isn't placed on the school.
Your answers will not identify you or your child. Only collated feedback will be provided to our school.
Information collected will inform school improvement planning and activities at the school.
The survey closes 5pm Sunday 28 August.
For more information visit https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/parent-engagement/surveyparent-engagement-schools

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

School fundraisers can expose students
to new experiences, cultures, ideas and
different perspectives.

We always welcome new volunteers and would love you to help out at our next event! Please join us for our
meetings, held in the meeting room in the administration building. Our next meeting is 16th September, 2pm. Or
stay tuned to School Stream for the next opportunity to lend a hand and help our school community!
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Resource Centre
BOOK FAIR - 25TH AUGUST TO 30TH AUGUST (WEEK 5)
We would love to see you at the Scholastic Book Fair in the Resource Centre on Thursday 25th August from 8:30am
until 4:00pm everyday. The fair will close after Tuesday 30th August. You and your child will have the opportunity to
explore a huge range of affordable books featuring characters and subjects kids love and want to read about. From
newly released books and bestsellers to award-winning titles and perennial favourites.
Scholastic Book Fairs help us show students the wonder of reading. After all, when kids choose their own books,
they will be more excited to read, and they will naturally read more!

BOOK / EAR DEFENDERS FOR SALE
The Resource Centre has had great response from families for the book sale. We would like to inform you that more
items have been added, which include Senior and Junior novels. Sale prices are $1.00 each and we will only be open
from 8:30am - 8:45am each morning in the Resource Centre. Parents can come into the Resource Centre to support
their child to purchase books. Money will only be taken by Resource Centre staff.
If you would like to buy a pair of ear defenders for your child/ren they are available from the Resource Centre for
$10 or $5 a pair, depending on condition of ear defenders. Please see Belinda.

Integrity, Respect, Kindness

Resource Centre can enrich student
reading experiences and develop
independent reading skills.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE
Completed student reading record forms must be returned to the Resource Centre by FRIDAY 9th SEPTEMBER.
Extensions cannot be granted due to award ordering deadlines. The challenge is a wonderful way for parents to
share reading with their children.
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Community News
SCHOOL STREAM FREE APP
Mount Compass Area School uses this fantastic app
called School Stream. Parents/caregivers can
receive instantaneous information, class news,
newsletters, alerts, forms etc right on your phone.
SCHOOL CARD
School Card provides financial help to cover the cost of school
fees.
Who can apply?
To qualify for School Card, your family’s income must be
below a specific limit.
This limit depends on how many children are in your care.
You must also meet at least one of the following:
• have a child or children aged four years or over who
attend a school full time
• be an independent full-time student studying year 10, 11
or 12
• be an adult re-entry student undertaking subjects to
complete SACE (years 11 and 12).
You can find more information and apply for School Card at
www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard
How will I know if I am approved?
After you apply, you will receive a letter in the mail advising if
your application has been approved. Please note, School Card
is not a student identification card.
Who can help me apply?
If you would like more information- or need help applying for
School Card, please visit your Student Services in Resource
Centre.
sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard

1. Download the app to your mobile device,
2. Agree to push notifications
3. The administrator will then approve the account
4. Once approved, open the app
5. Type your school name into the search THEN select Mount
Compass Area School
RELIEF CLEANER NEEDED
Cleaner wanted at Mount Compass Area School, 3-5
afternoon’s a week. Will need a Police check, Working with
Children check & COVID Vaccination certificate. Please
contact Servicing SA Cleaning on 0431 502 065.
MOUNT COMPASS OSHC
We look forward to working with you and your child/ren at
our service. OSHC hours are :
 School day mornings from 7.00am – 9.00am Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, (Kindy drop off
9.00am), with cost $14.50 minus CCS rebate
 School day afternoons from 3.00pm – 6.00pm Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Wednesday 2.20pm, (Kindy pick
up 3.00pm), with cost $24.00 minus CCS rebate.
Our Program has been established with the aim of providing
quality child care that meets the needs of pre-school and
school children, parents, care providers and the community
outside of school hours. The individual needs of each child will
be recognised and provided for, and we will encourage and
nurture the development of each child physically, socially,
emotionally, and intellectually by providing a diverse and
stimulating program in a warm and caring environment.
If any families are interested phone Cheraleen 0411 134 701.

BYOD Information
Students in years 7-12 are required to bring a personal device
to school to use as their primary technological learning tool.
Year 6 students are strongly encouraged to do so. We want to
give you, as families, freedom to make technology choices
that suit you and all your circumstances.
If you are overwhelmed by choice or if you are concerned
about finances, please visit our order-portal at
mcas.orderportal.com.au. Our order-portal provides a small
number of compatible devices to choose from as well as
financing options.

MOUNT COMPASS TENNIS CLUB
Open Day Come & Try
Register for Season 22/23
27/08/2022 9:00am
Free breakfast BBQ at Mount Compass Tennis Courts

Our ICT team will do our best to support your personal device
by offering technical support. However, this support will be
limited to honour any warranties and to provide equitable
support across the school. For more information, please visit
our web page: compassas.sa.edu.au/ict-byod
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Community News
PARKING PATROLS
Alexandrina Council Community Safety
Officers will be commencing regular patrols
of school zones over the next few weeks and
continuing throughout the school year. Due
to safety reasons evidence of vehicles
breaching the Australian Road Rules are
obtained using vehicle dash cam footage and
Expiations issued via post.
Community Safety Officers will be doing
patrols throughout the year in particular at
school zones to re-enforce correct parking.
Please look at the parking information with
updated offence fees, for your information.
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